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To the Reader. 


Hope theſe Papers will not fall into any Man's 
ands, who counts it not a great bleſſing to have 
Kings for Nurſing Fathers to God's Church - 
To have the true on eſtabliſh d and guarded 
by humane Laws. And perhaps 'tis no abſurdity 
» _—_ - well continue Mem- 
bers of t ion , notwithſtanding their break- 
ee TS made for pp. pboame 
ment and ordering of it, tho' not fundamental and ne- 


ceſſary to its being : As be who incurs the Penalty of any 
Statute of the "Kealm about Civil Aﬀairs, may however 
be a ſound of the State, if he keep from Trea- 


on or other Capital Crimes. 

Nay poſſibly, That there ſhould be ſeveral _— 
Aſſemblies lrving by different Cuſtoms and Rules, and yet 
continuing Members of the National Church, is not wore 
inconſiitent than that particular Places ſhould have their 
particular Cuſtoms and By- Laws differing from the Cone- 
mon Law of the Lend, without making a diſtin Go- 
vernment. 

Sare I am, an outward Government in the Church is 
wiſttegf it were only for the r-ſtraining thoſe Men who 
.. E: aFrhen of 17 own in lb venting 
tions, which none but Men of great ſubtilty can make 
me believe to be agreeable, either to Scripture, or to that 
Dottrine to which they have ſubſcribed and declared their 
nfeigned Aſſent and Conſent. And me-thinks it 
ere enough to remove Mens prejudices againſt Epiſcopal 
A 2 Govern» 


To the Reader. 


Government jo conſider how 'needful it is that ſome of the 
moſt learned and diſcreet ſhould be choſen from among the 
Herd of Clergy-men, to overſee, admomſb, and cenſure 
thoſe who are apt to go beyond their due Bounds, Ta 
even within this Government, it may ſometimes become 
the Duty i one of the Laity, to take upon bim to re- 
prove bis Teacher, when he apprebends the Do@rine to be 
dangerow © In which caſe, unleſs be remonſtrate againſt 
it, be may be thought to communicate with bim in bis 
Error, which poſſibly may be as ſinful as communicating 
in a Schiſm, which Dr. Sherlock frights ws with, .. On 
of reſpe@ to whom I muſt ſay, that I had rather be mi- 
Jie in that feof which I conceive ought to be put upon 
his Sermons about Chaurch-Communion, than be able ti 
juſtify, That the ObjeTions to which he never vouchſafed 
an Anſwer, were aeither impertinent to his Diſcourſes, 
wor frivoloze. 
is Notion of a Political Union of true Believers t1 
Chriſt, 1 bad long ſince read ; but the hearing of it, fix'd 
my Attention, and put me upon ſending him my Objedi- 
ons againſt it in a private manner. 
The more I think of his Sermons, the more I am per- 
ſwaded that they are contrary to the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel, and 1 RY ay Church. 
Adts 10.34, The Scripture tells ws, God is no reſpecter of 
35- Perſons : but in every Nation he that fearcth himgand 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with him, 
Reſol.of Ca- "But the Door ſays, That the only viſible way of 
ſes of Con- fgrming a Church, (for I do not now ſpeak of the in- 
—_— Sc viſible Operations of the Divine Spirit ) is by grant 
45* 3* ing a Church-Covenant, which is the Divine Charter 
whereon the Church is founded : And inveſting fome 
Perſons with Power and Authority to receive othen 
llid. zato this Covenant, &c. And then to be taken into 
| Cove 


Th the Reader, 


| Covenant with God, and -to be received into the 


Church, is the very fame thing, 

So it ſeems, according to him, no Man is in Covenant 
with God, who is not aGually received into Covenant by 
« viſible Church ; that is, by the Biſhops and Miniſters 
of the Church, As he elſewhere has it, ſeeking of what 
makes any thing in a (tri ſenſe an Att of Church- 
Communion. 

Indeed he may ſeem to have a reſerve, when he ſazahe 
ſpeaks not of the inviltble Operations of the Spurre: Vet 
what room he leaves for that out of the Pale of a parti- 
cular viſible Church, is 4 great Pueſtion, when he con- 

fines the Influences and Operations of the Divine Spi- 


. rit to the Unity of the Church : That is, if he 


to the purpoſe, to Uniformity to that ſound of the 
C. utbolick, rr N:12-9 Man lives. But if ay" fall 
into a Nation where there are no Biſhops or inferior Clergy 
authoriſed by them, the Lord have. Mercy upon bis Soul : 
for 'tis a queſtion how that Scripture can be fulfilled, which 
ſaith, God is noreſpetter of Perſons, ec. 
But if the Biſhops where he lives, fall out, Wo be to hins 


" if his Biſhop be ſingular. 


And God knows, but one of the Primitive Fathers, 
Tertullian, notwithſtanding all bis Zeal for the Chriſtian 
Religion, lies in Purgatory to this day, with all bis Fol- 


Pag. 33. 


P. 5. ſupra. 
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lowers, to St. Auſtin's Tire :- For though, 4s Dr. Cave Cave's Arn 
ſays in his excuſe, He lived tn an Age whena greater t«q. Apoſtol. 
hticude of opining was indulged 3 and good Men Fol. 21. 


were infinitely more folicitous about Piety and a good 
Life, than about the Modes of Speech, and how to 
expreſs every thing ſo critically, that it ſhould not be 
liable to a ſevere Scrutiny and Examination. Tet this 
good Man having had Diſputes with ethers of the Pringi- 


tive Fathers z, the Do@or tells us, Whether ever he was IbFoEzia. 


reconciled 


To the Reader. 
reconciled to Catholick Communion appears not : 'tis 
certain, for the main, he forſook the Cataphrygiazs, 
and kept his ſeparate Beetings at Carthage, and his 
Church was yet remaining 10 St, Auguſtine's rime : By 
whoſe Labours, the very Reliques of his Foflowers 
called Tertalliariſts, were diſpersd and quite diſap- 


red, 
2dly, Wha our Church determines in this caſe, we may ſee in 
thergth Article. And 1 will leave it to Dr. Sherlock to 
reconcile bimſelf to its Do@rine in this Point : Which is, 
That, | 
b Artic, The Church vilible of Chriſt, is a Congregation of 
————— Word of God is 


ainfs Dr. Sherlock's way 
cet has furniſh'd me with 


Dr.Stilling, 


y 
Anſwer to would diſtingu and , 
ſeveralIrea- of ciyil Society : So would any one but S. C. or N.O. 
riſes occaſt of the Neceſlarics to Salvation, and to the Govern- 
SIAN ment of the Church. For Men muſt be conſidered 
Idolarry. 5 Chriſtians, and then as Chriſtians united together. 


As in Civil Societies they are to be conſidered, firſt as 
Men, and then as Cives, To fay that a Man hath all 
that is neceſſary to preſerve his Life as a Man, doth 
not overthrow the Conſtitution of a Society, altho' 
it implics that he might live without it, So when Men 
are conſidered barcly as Chriſtians, no more ought 
to be thought neceſlary for them as ſuch, but what 
makes them capable of Salvation. But if we conſider 

4 them 
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To the Reader. 
them as joining ngiteet's CE , then 
many other things are neceſlary for that end : For 
then there muſt be Authoriy in ſome, and Subjettion 
in others ; there muſt be Orders and Conſtitutions, 
whereby all muſt be kept within their dut Bounds : 


And there muſt be P appointed to inſtruct the Pag. 276. 


to atisfy the Doubring, to dire&t the Un- 

ful, and to help the Weak. It belongs to ſuch a 
Society, not barely I for Neceflaty, bus 
Safety 5 and not meer] ſafety of particular Per- 
ſons, but of it Self: which cannot be done, without 
prudent Orders fixing the Bounds of Mens Employ- 
ments, and not fuffermg every pretender to Vifions 
and Revelations, to ſet np fora new Se, or which is 
all one, a new Order of Religious Men. | 
This I fbowdd think were enough, not only to juſtify 
we, but to draw to my ſide all the moderate Church-men ;, 
ys that it may not be ſaid that 1 bring but one Dodor's 
: inſt another, 1 fall take in the Suffrage of 
worthy Dean of Cant and thet delivered voy 


ſalemnly in rhe preſence of his Sacred eAlajeſoy. 


I do affare you, ( ſays that great Man tir bis Sermon Dr. Tillot- | 
& Coxrt) I had much rather perfivade any one to. be ſon*s Ser. 
a good Man, than to be of any Party or Denomina- 9 1 Co. 3. 
tion of Chriſtians whatſoever 3, for I doubs noe but 75: £4 


the 

ing that is deſtruQive of it, together with a good 
Life, will certainly fave a Man 3, and without this, no 
Man can have reaſonable hopes of Salvation, no not 
m an infallible Church, if there were any ſuch to be 
found in the World. 

But ſince the ſetling the true Notion of Schiſm will go 

a> way toward: the ſatisfying our Enquiries in this 

er, it may not be improper to tranſcribe ſome _ 


belicf of the Ancient Creed, provided we entertain Pag. IF 
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To the Reader. 
Dr. Scillingfleet's [ſenſe of it, where: he wvindicates the 
Dr. Stilling. Church of England from the imputation of Schiſze ; The 
Rational Ac- Being of the Catholick Church, ſays he, lies in cllen- 
count-P-359* tials, for a Particular Church to diſagree from all 
other Particular Churches, in ſome extrinſecal- and 
accidental Things, is not to ſeparate from the Catho- 
lick Church, ſo as to ceaſe to be a Church ; but (till, 
whatever Church makes ſuch extrinſecal things the ne- 
cellary Conditions of Communion, fo as to caſt Men 
out of the Church, who yield not to them, is Schif- 
matical in ſo doing; for it thereby divides it ſelf 
from the Cat kurch 5 and the Separgtion from |: 
it,is ſo far from being Schiſm, that being caſt out of thi 
Church on- thoſe terms only, returas them whe 
Communion of: the -Catholick- Church. On which 
groves it will appear, that the Church of Rive is the 
chiſmatical Church, and not Ours. For, although 
before this ivpoſurg Humoxr came into particular Chur- 
ches, $chiſmn -was defin'd . by the Fathers, and others, 
to be a voluntary departure out of the Church z yet that 
cannot in reaſon be underſtood of any Particular,but 
the trve Catholick, Church : for not only Perſons, but 
Churches may depart from the (atholick, Church: and 
in ſuch Caſes, - not thoſe who depart from the Con» I. 
munion of ſuch | Churches, but thoſe Churches which 
depart from the Catholick, arc guilty of the Schiſm. 


AO RSRARRORSRADOGEEDHARTIVY ? 
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Three: LeTTERSs rw . Sherlock, 
upon bis Sermons concerning Church- 


1 - pd 


; pan 4 rm fe 


in ſome part at leaſt, Serena. whos rome: 
pre #10 ah mtr rg root Ft 
this Friendly 


hin defies of a firm Union | | 
an can be : any 
diſcourſe which may repreſent all Difſenters, as ſuch, as 
1 depriv'd of the ordinary means of Salvation, and 
quently to be in as bad a cafe as the Moral Heathens. 

f (as moſt Men of fuch Notions believe, or would in-- 
T) in a worle condition TO of the Romiſh Com- 
munion. 


hae bv LP | hope ws io in your —_— how 
73 nd to Mat angerprety 

bur that which you then ta 
are of a far different import. : wS:. 


- do dro take- 7-963 th again, with as little alters 
_ þenah or —_— in which they were es noe. 


> mute nd wherd 
by convemene Ado hg out a Sermon, 


" may remember that you told us, That, 


> 
ol 
> 


"IDS: 
roo | You frcher oblerv'd, under diſtin Heads 


+ That a Covenane-Seate, and + OfrchSrte "the 
cane, ALE 
2, bat LSB $ur array 
© a Member. 
3. * Nothing elſe is neceſfary to make Members but Bap- 


* til, 

4. * A Church-State cannot depend” apen humane Con- 
Ser Otrimnbr « 'Tis God's Covenant which is in our 
$ Church required of the Adult. The found 
*their Charch upon humane Contra; which they will not 
ww part of the Bapriſmal Vow.” ' | 

© Ti abſurd to gather Churches out of Churches of 
+ Baptir'd Chriſtians 
6. *The Do&rine of the Unity of the Charch'confirm'd 
us eddie of Cnr tab Rudy ia They 
$ who are not admitted into the $20 Deng 


+ nary fares. riding are 


MeL ao tined io ne Church or Body, 
i Covenant with Geneve 'or England in particular. The 
'anly t thing that can give ws right to-Church-Memberſhip, 
©1510 obſerve the Conditions of the Covenant. '' He yk 
' ſtroys the Unity of the Church, who 'is not ſubject to its 
© Cenfures. Every, "Member is a Member of the Whiole : 
* Baptiſm does not' make. us Members 'of any particular 
* Church, bur of the Univerſal, founded only ' on Divine 
* Covenant. Every At of Chriſtian Commiinion maſt be 
* an At of Communion with the whole Church : And 'tis 
f impoſlible eo live in Communion with the whole, with- 
* out Communion with ſome part, when. it way be had : 
{Ta necellary to — with ſome Church, ; by 
2 


[ 4 | 
* Communion with the Church which we live, if it be « 
* ſound Meptber,” | communicate with the whole. - Accord 
* ing to the Primitive Rule of but one Biſhop in a City, 
* they who divide from the Nations] Church are guilty of 


6 _— can juſtify Diviſton, but fuch a d 
* ſtance as binders Lav of Joins Communion. 


To fum wp what I take to be the:force of all this. 


of 


upon his 
And. who are not ſo: receiv'd into the 
have no ri of the Benefits promis'd 10 


Ie 


TH 


TEE. 
ut 
; 

; 


pious DNiflenter, fappasd to be received 
Chaach by fuck axe beheves: ro be: fully ioveſted 


( 2.) Whether the fubruſfion tothe Power and Cenfares 
of this Church (which a muſt own wbea ound Church) 


— ww [3u37T9h on t On £6&2z% 


Ao *% ww 


(5 

bers of the Catholick Chun: 1g God and x0-each other > 
If ir/be;/ then as be who is not adminted into. this Church, 
» no Member'of the Catholick, and has no right, to the 
Benefits of being a Member of Chrilt's Body: $o it is 
with every one exchuded by Church-Cenſuzes, though ex- 
— - -— vn era. or negle(t, nay for a 
"If ir beno part of the Divine Covenant, then a Man 
that lives here may be 2 true Member of the Catholick 
Church, though he is not in Communion with this found 
Church. | 

- Bur you will ay, ( which I think is noz much to this 
Queſtion), That he ought ro communicate if Communion 
may be had. 

at then Query, Whether the Diflenters may not d 
Gm wars 5. to communicate, if he Comme 
be-not clogg'd with fore things which are no part of the 

Divine Covenant ? As for inftance, Ao adalt Perſon would 
be baptized if he could be admitted without the Sign of 
we Cros : Or would receive the Secramen, if be might 


not be obliged to kneel ;' Which be <5 t9 have been 
wuſe, and requacd, only ſince. the, we of Tranſkub- 


Yet however, @uery ; 

( 3. ) Whether where Communion may not be had 
thofe Terms which our Saviour Inſtzuted, 2 Church may 
not, at feaft mm ſome: cates, be gathered, withow ang im- 
mediate derivation from other Church-Governors befides. 
Chriſt bimfelf > if it may not, What think. you of a Lay- 
Chriſtian quietly permitted to- teach the Word of God a+ 
Heathens, and to-Urſciple ſuch as; will receive his. 
Dodtrine > If a Church mn fuch caſe may be erectrd; then, 
frely God's only mix of forming | Clnrches, and inveſting 


6 | 
Some Perſons with Ani & focwieg teh 4 is not from. a 
conſtant ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles, but fram under his 
Inſtnution who has appointed a Power im-bis Church, 
Which expires no more with any particular Governors than 
the Power of Kings, his Vicegerents, dies in any Nation 
for want of (ome Monarch juſt going before, from whom 
the-Claim is to be made. Though the Power of a Ling 
be God's Power, yet Idare ſay you wiltown, that-at 
in ſome Kingdoms, a King may beduly cholcn to this Power 
by Men. 

You will ſay perhaps, (though ſtill the force of m 
_ will reain') that this is an extraordinary 

of -utmoſt neceſlity, not to be infionced in anongh us. 
But then I ask ; 

1. Whither upon allowing no other Cafe, you will not 
put the Being of our Church upon: a very hazardous If- 
ſue 5 and oblige 3 our (elf to prove that it was a True 
Church before the” Reformation ? 

2. Whether ſu this Church tohave been Amtichri 
ſan before, (which I think is the Dottrine of our Ho- 
milies) The Caſe I put of tpli 
—_ ſuppoſes a more violent 

ut 
leaſt 'ris poſſible may be the Caſe of our own Church? 


(4.) 2. Whether from the Suppolition,that there ought to 
be He Church-Covenaat throughout the | Catholick | 
Church, that there cannot be one True Church within # 
nother 3 and that the natare of Catholik-Communion 
fuch, that @1c ought to be ready to communicate with any 
found Church, from which one i not hindred by reafon df 
the diſtance of place? It do's not not follow 5 

” IT. Either that the French Proteſtants have no-Churd 
h.re, but are Schiſmaticks ia not communicating with 
| ours; 


—__ - —- TT = HF 


the 


iltance does not rexel that a ber 
Enters Toy 1 ho confers Com- 


nan pr; Freach, Obureh 5 Nay with Dil nces on, 
if be believes that any of their Congregations is a true 
Member of the Catholick Church ? 

If they may, then conſtant Communion is not always a 
Duty where occaſional is lawful. 

Dr. Stillingflect indeed ſays, That if a Man were obliget 
pos ;og is Fo the French Church, or ho = and 

i ta communicate ſcmetimes, conſlant Gommu- 

iow would be 's Duty. But according to you no Man is ob- 
liged to be a Member of one ſound Church more than ano- 
ther, provided the diſtance is not ſo great, but that he may 
es 


»PE J Lwery, Whether 2 true Chriſtiat, though, 1 vilt- 
bly admitted into Church-Communion, where + wants: 


the means, has not a virtual Baptiſm in »ve Anſwer of 4 
good Conſcience toward: God f according to 1 Pet. 3, 21. 


- (6) Bey, hy a profels'd Atheiſt who bas beers Ba 
d, and - ont. of of Conde tatere(t continues a 96> 
as wp this Church, -is more a Member of the Cathokck 


Church than ſuch as ave above deſcribed ? 


(7 2.) Baer, Whether as the Catholick Church is com» 
ard to. a Bady of, Men. uicorporated by one Chants, 


\Þ WpOm 


Q rage Foros of the Forfeiture of 3 
arter to'the whole 


Offeers,' Does .it'H wikuringref ny aft 


Church-Officers, or the Church Reprefentmrve, Oh re- 
member Biſhop Sander for calls rhe , may frleit the 
Priviley es given by Chriſt to bis Ch or-at leaft may 
ſuſpend them? As ſiippoſe a 'Proteftane Clergy, takir 
their Power to'be as large'#s the Chitrch of Rowe claim 
ſhould d the Lay the Sacraments, 2s the Popiſh raps 
Verice, and here in King Fobw's Time,during the Interdis. 
&nid Sade operatar 7 


But more particularly 1 that make Obſervations! uy 
theſe following Politions. x) 


1. You ſay, Our Saviour made the Apofties and their 
Succeſlors Governors of his Church, with promiſe Wbe 
with them to the end of the World. 

2. That 'tis abſard to gather a Church out of a Church 
of Baptiz'd Chriſtians. © 

3. Ther the lodependents Gparne from Catholick' Com 
af ont Wo te Covenant, no part of the bf 

ow. 


' Forthe fiſt: I defire to be fatigfied in theſe Partict- 
lars 

1. Whether our Saviour's Promiſe of Divine Aſſiſtance, 
did-not extend to all the Metnbers;of the-Oburch, -confi- 
dering every Man in his refpecive Station and ity, as 
well'as to the Apoſtles as Church-Governors ? which 
you may compare $t. Fobr with Se. —_—_ | 

2, Therefore Bwery, Whether it lignjfies any thing to 
fay there is no Promiſe ro Pentcatar -provided 
there be ro Particular Perfons,' ſach as #re m*Chariry with 


all 


communicate with any Church 
which requires no more of them, than what they conceive 
to be their Duty, according to the Divine Covenant ? 

3. Whether if the you mention be confin'd to 
the barry EO ERIEEL it will not exclude 
the Civil Rpwer 

4. What was the extent of the Promiſe, Whether it 
was to ſecure the whole Church, that its Governors ſhould 
never impoſe unlawful Terms of Communion,or that there 
ſbould never be a general defe&ion of all the Members of 
the Catholick Church 3; but that there ſhould always be 
fome true Members ? 


But ſecondly, you fay, 'Tis abfur'd to gather a Church 
out of a Church ot baptized Chriſtians. 


all Men, and are ready Ml p 


By which I ſuppoſe you mean that Men ought not to ſe- 
parate from ſuch, and live in a diſtin Church-Communi- 
on from any Church of baptized Chniſtians 3. which 1 con- 
ceive needs explaining, CRY 


But as it was worded, I defire to know, 


1. Whether it isabſurd for Proteſtants to live in Church- 
Communion with each other in Frarce, ſeparating from the 
Papiſts, whoſe is the National Church ? | 

2, Whether the Civil Power did not make a lawful Rc- 
wry a and Separation from the Popiſh Church in Ezg- 

2 = 

3. Whether as in the Primitive Times there was but one 
Bilhop, arid conſequently but one Church m a City,” there 
are not now as many Churches within the National as there 
are Biſhopricks ? 


C 4. Whether 


4 Whether Þ it more afGod thet thene Ghould be Inde- 
pendent or wn one wipe Patanelgtn 
ta ere hou 


why TE IEC Church-Officers and bi 
then may they not communicate with a found part of the 
Catholick-Church without actual Communion with the 
National : And conſequently all that you bave (aid of 
their Schiſm will fall. 

6, Admit they bring but colourable Pzoof for this, yer 
if it be enough to make honeſt-minded Men believe it, 
dare you ſay that thoſe who fo believe are no true Mer- 
bers of Chriſt's Body? For God's fake, Sir, conſider 
this, and think with your (lf, wherher your Charity £x- 
ceeds that of the Romiſh Church ? 


3dh, You ſuppof: that the Independents exchude them- 

{lves from Catholick Communion, by requiring of theiv 
m—_ a New Contra}, no part of the Baptiſmal Vow, 
Upon this I ask, 


t. Whether any Obſtacle to Catholick Communion 
brought in by Men, may not be a mcans of depriving Men 
of it, as well as Coycnant or Contract ? 


2. If it may, which I ſuppoſe you will not deny, wilt 
you not then, upon this account, ,make the Church 
ou live in more guilty than you dothe Independents > 
Bapriſen you own is the only thing which: admits into the 
Catholiek Church but they require no New Covenant 
at Baptiſm, ergo, they admit into the Church without any 
clog or hindrance of humane Invention. 


But 


k. EE a a7 4 A _ 


(1) 
Hwery, Whether if an adult The 30th Canon ralls 
Perſon may not be received to Bap- it, a levfid onriberd Cere- 
tif without fign'd with mony —_—_— 
of the Croſs: Which (one, Yee? to ian s 
CS ny T00N 6: hin who died. upon. rhe 
which explains the fenſe In which #2046 
is uſed How is this juſtifyable uport your Ground ? 


' Laſtly, 1 take leave to ask a few Qneftions about the 
meaning of your Text and Context. 


I. £wery, Whether to fay ye are the Body, and ye are 
of the Body, be the ſame ? 


2 Whether therefore the Individual Church of Corimh 
is not here made an entire Body, of which every Chriſti- 
an in Communion with it was a particular Member 2 


23. And whether 'tis abſurd that our Saviour ſhould have 
a Metaphorical Body, which 1s in him, and he in it; 
Where-ever there is a number of True Believers following 
all the Inſtitutes,and exerciling allthe Diſcipline which they 
can -w according to the beſt of their underſtanding and 
means | 


But 


4. Whether when Schiſm is in the 25th Verſe uſed in 

ion to having the ſame care for one another, it does 

not (hew that Schiſm conſiſts not in the dividing Commu» 

nion through difference of Opinions, but through want 

of Charity, and that care which Chriſtians in the ſame 
Neighbourhood ought to have of each other. 


C 2 After 
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After all that I have offerd to your conſideration, 1 
muſt own that theſe are the ſudden thoughts of one who 
believes he may be ſaved without underſtauding the Noty 
on of Government as "tis  intreagud- between 
Clergy-men' of all fjdes. And- believes the Church of 
England to be a True Church, notwithſtanding it-and the 

Romilh might formerly have been Antichri- 
V. Jovian, tian; though a learned London Miniſter pre- 
| tends not to underſtand how then this ſhould 
come tO be true. 


T #1. 30. +68'. 
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The Second LETTER, 

T1R, 
N% doubting your candor and integrity, I went to 

Church this day with full expeQation of LT at- 

tempting, at leaft, ro clear your way from the ObjeRi 
I had _ you, before you _—_— _ your, as Þ 
1ha it, uncharitablte Hypotheſis. Su every thi 
which I urged is not to be comemaned ; da —_ rows 
fay, I not meet with one _—_ in your laſt Sermon 
which look'd like ſo much as an offer towards my ſatisfa- 
ion : Wherefore I conjure you, as a Proteſtant Divine, 
to anfwer my Doubts categorically. For which end, I 
hope you will not refer me to what Mr. D-——or any 
profeſt Papiſt has wrote on this Subject, unleſs you will 
avow all that they have faid on the neceſlity of the inten- 


tion of the Prieſt to concur with his Aﬀs, or other- 
wiſe. 


Your Iaſt Diſcourſe occaſions only my adding this far- 
ther 2xery. 


Whether if the nature of Catholick Communion re- 
quires a readineſs to-communicate with any found Church, 
and yet a Church obliges us to communicate with that a» 
lone, While diftance not hinder the oecafionat and 
frequent communion wittr others ? Is not that Church gui 
ty of Schiſm in ſuch an InjunGion, contrary to the nature 
of Catholick Communion ? as 


EE — A 4 


Or at leaſt is it not re. that he who communi. 
cates fomerimes with one Frac Church; fomerttmes- with 
another, can be a Schiſmatick, or any more than an Of. 
fender againſt a poſitive butane Law, - 


Be pleaſed to ſend me your thoughts upon the parricu- 
lars of wp enquiry to Oc. directed to, 


_ 168). _ S I R, 
3, 3d ; 
oh. Your Servant, 


' | 


Anonymu. 
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The Third Lt tte, 
x Feb. 1g. 168}. 


+ #- 
| 


SIR, 


Ince it is more than probable that I have occaſioned 
the ſpeedy printing. of your Diſcourſes concerning: 
Chercb-Gommunioen. . | amnow become a Deb- 
tor to) the Churches of Ged, 1to,,publilly thak 
Objections which aroſe, m/my, ming,. and - 
which you have notiyet thought fic to anfyes, though ear- 
neſtly preſs'd thereuneo. | | 

And me-thinks. you whe have, heretofore been a zealous. 
Patron for- wowtrial Grace, ſhould be yery ready $9;ckar 
your {elf from the leaſt imputation, of tinting 'it'more'thec 
our moſt gracious God, nay than your molt narrow-prin- 
pled Adverſaries have ever done. 

Though he who queſtions the Dictates of his Spiratual 
Guids, had need run to the protection of Obſcuritys yer 
one would think, that he who prints in the dark what - he 
publiſ'd on the Houſe top, before the Face of the Congrega- 

fe tion, brings a foul ſuſpition upon his Dodrine. *'Tis well. 
known that the Pulpit is more licenſed from-Contradidtion- 
than the Preſs : wheretore the former is molt properly aſ- 
figned for a- Clergy-mans Recantation : Nor indeed did I 
think you far from making publick ſatisfaction, when you 
own'd, (in your Sermon preach'd Feb. x1, on Luke 12. 
wer. 4, 5. ) © That the Cenfſures of the Church are formi- 
*dable on)y when duly applied 5 and thay. Gad Aizighty 


b Cor.9,16.. 
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* has not truſted llble vice ; CPN ſhutting c 
6 thoſe whom he will nag pt < —_ good —_ 
tO TtNIBS, 2 e your Ni 
The Drs. Reſol. i Schiſes if you can 7; -1f Schiſm 
of Caſes of Con- ,. you lay, « very great Sin, and ſuch 
gp -— hes will damn wr, as ſoon #5 Adultery and Myr 
Com, P. 49. der, God forbid that it ſhould conſiſt in 
ſuch rickliſh Points as would place many 
thouſands of truly charitable and pious Men within t& 
fatal Roll. 
But to my thinking, while you blame Men for haviag 
no Notion at all of « (hwrch, or no Notion 
hh. pag.50. one Church, and that they &mow not wherein 
X the Unity and. Communion of 1his | Chird 
conſift;, you remove their Guile, and grant rhat their 
Schiſm #s involuntary, and only an Error of their Un: 
derſtandings. Alas ! miſtaken honeſt Men, how unhappy 
& your condition, who muſt be damn'd for not under- 
ſtanding Dr: Shirlbek , when be fancies that he puts Mat! 
ters paſt all daxbt ! tho others may think he only amuſe 
People with equivocal Words and Terms. | 

[ beg of you to conſider, whether you' do not 'im 
upon'4your felf, or would not upon others by a confuſed 
notion of the Chareh, 'and of ſeparation trom it, whereio 
you make $chi/amr to contiſt. 

Gredt is Diana of the Epheſians, and great is the uſe « 
the word Church, when good Crafts-maſiers have the hand- 
ling of it x and of all Men thoſe of Rowe have ſucceeded 
beſt at this play of words.' By the ufing it indefmitely 
as you do, the Pope keeps the Kevs of Heaven and 
Hell at his Girdle 3 and truly this in ſome Cafes compre- 
hends things as different as Heaven and Hell are, ſuch a 
hall be ſavd, and ſuch as are already under the dominion 
of Satan. If you uſe ir for feveral parpoles, / [' hope fe 

the 


* 
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the future you will define what you mean by the 
Church, when you are to confider t as Catholick 
and Univerſal, what when you take it in a more re- 
ſtrain'd ſence, otherwiſe you ſpeak not like a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, but as one that would pervert 
that uſe of words which in you eſpecially God Al- 
mighty deſigned for inſtructing us candidly in the 
Truth. | 

Indeed Dow may play a little more ſecurely with 
the word Schrſas, becauſe (unleſs it be taken to lic 
wholly in want of Charity ) People may not fo well 
underſtand what it is, how diſtintly foever-the 
Notion of Churches be taught them 3. ſurely 'tis much : 
a queſtion whether it lies wholly in cauſles ſeparation 
from a ſound part of the Catbolick Church. To my 
thinking, St, Pax/ when he ſpeaks of it,ſuppoſes a con- 
tiouance (till of the ſame Body, and afſcribes it to 
Chriſtians continuing ſuch, nay,' and communicati 
with each other. us writing to the Corinthians, . 
whom he ſays ; 


Te are the Body of Chriſt, and Members in particu- * Cor. 12, 


ler. He tells you, to this effe&, that there is but one 
Spirit which communicates it ſelf amongſt them in 
various Diſpenfations, and enables them, according 
to their different Capacities and Attainments, to. pro- 
mote each others growth in Grace. And then 
having compared them to the ſeveral parts of a natu- 
ral Body z 


God, faith be, hath tempered the Body together, ha V)- 24 


ving given more abundant honour to that part which 
lacked. 


That there ſhonld be no Schiſm in the Body, but that Verſe 25. 
rants ſhould have the ſame care for one ano- 


D Which 
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Which ſeems no ka that God oblige the 
Members 'of hs Clurcb 10 live'toge ther charnably, 
and to be ready to afliſt each other trons the confide- 
ration of the diſtribmion of 'his Gifts and Graces in 
ſuch manner, that even the meaneſt and moſt deſpiſed 
Chriſtian may adminiſter Aid and Comfort to thoſe 
that are in the higheſt Sratzon, 

But all this was written tothe Church at Corinth, 
that Body of Chriſt there, which aſſembled together 


1 Cor. 3. 3- ju the ſame place, and yer the Apoftle charges them 


Caſer of Com. 
fſexrmes® cane 
cormang Church 
Conmmen.P.10. 


Pag. 13. 
Pag. 5. 


with reel Schbrfer;, for, fays be 5 
Whereas there is among you emvying, and ftrife, and 
diviſions ;, ave yt nt carndl,” and walk as Mer £ 
from the Apoſtle's Notion of Schiſer, I ſhall 
come to yours, as you have jumbled it together with 
the equivocal word Church 3 of which you would 
make one'beheve, that there can be no true [dea, 


bua as particular viſible, nay, and that rational too; 
mbcreor be pleaſed to weigh @ little: with your 

rt. Whether do not appropriate that to the 
National C baved, which belongs to the'C atholick vili- 
ble and inviſible > As where you Gy, 

Nob Man has « right #0 any” AT of Chriſtian Commu- 
wiew, but he whois in a flate of Communion with the 
Chriffian Church. That wo Man is in Communion with 
« Church which be is not a Member of : And that he is 
no Member of the Church, who is not at leaſt wiſibly ad- 
muted mto God's Covenam by Baptiſoe. 


Now I would ask you this plain Queſtion. 


Whether a Man has a right to be of. a particular 
Church, as he is a Chriſtian 3 that is, I ſhould think, 


C19 ] | 
-n.true Member of the Cathatick Charch - or fbecomes 2 
Chriſtian only as receiv'd-into a particulax Chyreh ? 
I take is, Infants are received, with, us, by. virtue of 
the federal right in the” Parents 5 and as the Apoſtle 
ſays, The believing Wife ſanGifies. the wnbelieving Huſ” 
berd, elſe were the C ar cleay, Nor | conceive 
doth our Church receive any adult Perſon, whamit 
dacs rot believe to be a true Chriſtian before 2 


But to make your Fallacy the more evident, 
you tell us = 


© The Divine Spiric confines his Influences Pug. 48. 


© and Operations tothe Unity of the Church, 
© 25 the ſame Apoſtle tells us, That there is 
© bur one Body, and one Spirit; which plain- 
«ly ſignifies that the Operations of this one 
«Spirit are appropriated to this one Body, as 
© the Soul is to the Body it animartes. 


{ would fain know what need any Man 
has to deny this for avoiding the Conſequence, 
that recr tis an improper way for edifica- 
tion, ro forſake Communion with a National 
ſound Church where he lives ; for the Apo- 
{tle makes it as plain as words can make it, 
that he ſpeaks of the Inviſible, as well as Vi- 
ſible Church, For the Pallage you cite, Epheſ. 
4.4. is but a continuation of what the Apo- 

D 2 file 


Epb.3. 14. 
Verſ. 15. 


Eph. 4.16. 


Pag. 23. 


Pag. 22. 
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ftle taught in the foregoing Chapter, where 
he lays; 


For this cauſe I bow my Knees unto the Father of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Of whom the whole Family in Heaven and in Earth 
s named. 

This which is there called a Famiy, is elfe- 
where the whole Bedy of which Chriſt is the Head, 
the increafe and edifying of which Body i love 
is aſcribed to his Influence. If I ſhould enter 
my ſelf of another Family, not owned by 
Chriſt, 1 thereby ſhould renounce all claim to 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel : But admir ſeve- 
ral parts of this great Family live by different 
Cuſtoms and Rules, not owni.g each others 
Members for their own , in which caſe you will 
havethem ſeparate Churches, as well as upon 
the account of Dottrine, Government, or Wor- 
ſhip, provided the things wherein they differ, 
and for which they make diſtin Communions, 
are not deſtructive of common Chriſtianity 
doth he pur himlelt out of Chiiſt's Family, 
who can and actually doth comply with the 
Rules and Cuſtoms of both? One would think 
that a Member of the Church of England com- 


- municating with Presbyterians here, does not 


thereby enter into a ſtate of Separation, even 
from 
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frora this br Mn becauſe he does 
not thereby. fo much as virtually renounce the 
Communion of our Church, being nothing is 
required of him to capacitate him for Com- 
munion with them which is not required in 
our Church, much lels any thing contrary to 
it; and perhaps the Independents may come 
within the laſt circumſtance : Bur to be ture, 
neither of them forſake our Church in whar 
eſſencially conſtitutes ic a Church of Chriſt:and 
erefore it does yer remain a Queſtion, whe- 
this can be a ſeparation from the Com- 
munion of Catholick church, that happy Fami- 
y above-mentioned, | 

You know even, in the Primitive Times, a- 
dout the end of the ſecond Century, there fell 
put a Diviſton between the Latin and {ſian 
burches, and that upon what one would think 
vere neither Matter of Dottrme,of Government, 
jor of Worſhip, tos it was only about the Time 
* keeping Eaſter Holy-day. Vittor the Biſhop of 
he Latin Church, in a Council, or as ſome will 
ave it, a full repreſentative of that Church ex- 
pramunicares the poor Aſians for a little mi- 
take in Arichmetick ; each Church was far 
om owning the others Members as its own. Here 
as a Schi/m.perbaps on. both f(ides, eſpecially 


on 


{ing their own 
what fhould the po 
divided ſtate, could they noc Communic 
wich both, or either, withour danger of Sch 
chemlelves? or, was it as nece to kne 
which was in the right, as to know which i th 
True Religion? "T'was not enough in buch © 

to know Thich of theſe divided Communions was 
true and ſound Member of the ( atbalick Church, 
which when kaown, they were bad to 
manicate with ; for here both were lound 

bers, at leaſt chey mi he be, notwithd 

this Difference : oa pub ro ye 
ti Den: Ad yr omg were 
contrary to themſelves, and on one ſide or other 
| fore tobe Schifmaticks : and if you pleale, 
may ſay the Prayers and Sacraments in 
Churches, were not - &ts of Chriſtian Com 

but of Schiſmatical Combinations. 


Bur, ſecondly, I muſt deſire you to cc 
der, whether you do nor entorce the nece 
ot communicating with the National Churc 
trom Arguments which prove no more, 
that Men ought to ſerve God in publick 
diilint Congregations, as well as in privat 


wed At ceo tm ans as 
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and ſo apply that to 2 National ( burch, which 
totheChurchin a more limited ſenſe ? 
Butthis-is' no. wonder, {race you manifeſtly 
go upon the Suppoſntion, that there can be no 
{rue (hurch which is not National, ar leaſt, 
kf which is noc the only crue Church within che 
Nation or City where one relides. Upon 
& which Ground you-afhrm ; Thar, 
© Adtua' Communion, during our refidence Pag. 23. 
{in any certain place, muſt be confined to that 
Þ © particular Church in-which we live, it ic be 
'aſound part of the Chriſtian Church ; or, as 
Hf you 'rlſe where vary it,, ©.the. ſound and ohodox 
ff *Pamof the Catholick Church which he finds 
'inthavplace. oo oy 
\Now if there be a . pollibilicy, tha: there 


{| ſhould: be ſeveral ſound and orthodox Parts 
& in the ſame place, beit the ſame City or ſame 
J Nation, all your building here falls to. the 
Ground... Wheretoce I delave you to confider, + 
"whether it:1s not poſhble that az Hippo for the 
l 


purpoſe, or any other place where the Natio- 
ze: Religion is Ethnick, chere:may be ſeveral 
ſound parts of the Catbolick Church, as the Greek 
or the Freach Proteſtants, and the, Engliſh 
Churches, with either. of which one may com- 
rmau..icate as found parts of the Catholick ? 
h Bur 


Pg. 33. 


Ad: 2.42. 


% 
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Bur to come back to your method of bri 
ing all into the National, you tell us-thar you 
© \uppole no Man will deny but that every 
© Chriſtian is bound ro worſhip God according 
© ro our Saviour's Inſticution ; and whar that ig, 
© we cannot learn better than from the Exam. 


© ple of the Primitive Chriſtians ; of whom 


© St. Luke gives us this account, They continued 
* ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles Doftrine and Worſhip, and 
© in breaking of Bread, 

According to your own Argument here, 
would it not {ſeem that the only Church of our 
Saviour's inſtituting, is ſuch an one as-is de- 
ſcribed 1 Cor. 14..23. where 'tis ſaid, If there- 


fore the whole Church be come together into one: place, 


and all ſpeak with Tongues, and there come in_ thoſe 


that are nnlearned, or unbelievers, will they not ſay 


that ye are mad ? 
Pray, Sir, is it abſurd ro ſuppole, that thert 


ſhould be ſeveral ſuch Churches in a City? 


May not every one of theſe have lawful terms 
of communion,ſuch as an honeſt minded Chri- 
ſtian may ſubmir unto, though ſome of them 
may have harder than others ? May not ſuch a 
Man be more eſpecially united in Commu 
nion, ( beitas a Member, or how you will 
call it) to that which he thinks the beſt, and: 


yet 
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25 
yet occaſionally b..£ FO witch others, 
without being an occaſional Member of 
Chriſt's Body which, is but one, united in 
Charity under differences of Opinions and 
Practices ? 

Admit that two of theſe Churches divide 
from each other by ſeparate Communion, and 
by making morethings neceſlary ro Communion 
with cither than Chrift made, make @ Schiſm Pag. 49. 
and Rent in Chriſt's Body ; why does it follow 
that he who can and does communicate with 
both, as _—_— nothing of him which he 
looks upon as finfu], ml needs be guilty of 
Schiſm ? which if you think it a clearer Ex- 
preſſion, you may call communicating in a Ibid. 
Schi 


To follow you in your Repetitions, to this 
purpoſe you aflert, © That we muſt perform Pg. 41. 
the conſtant Afts. of Communion in that 
©part of the Catholick Church, in which we 
@conſtantly live and communicate occaſional- 
fly, with art of the Church where we 
*are occaſionally preſent. And thar, 

© There cannot be two diſtin& Churches in Pag. 42. 
"the ſame place, one for occaſional, and ano- 

"ther for conſtant Communion without 
*Schiſm : for it is evident thole ewo are diſtinct 
' E C 0m- 


Pag. 39. 


Pag. 14. 


Pag. 15. 


26 
* Communions, and F 3. our Relation to them is 
« 25 different as itis roan Houle we live in, and 
© to an Inn where we lodg for a Night. 

Burt ir is evident that one of thele mult need 
be cut off trom Chriſt's _— it not, why 
may 1 not communicate with one, or -both, 
and thereby communicate with the Catholick 
Church * Bur befides, how came you here to 
talk of a different Relation, and as if that 
look'd like occaſional Memberſhip, by which you 
elſewhere would expole fuch Communion ? 
When before you had rold us, . That the Com- 
munion of the Church does not make us Members of 
any particular Church. p 

Then again, how does it appear that it is 
neceſlary ro communion with the Catholick 
Church, that we muſt perform the conſtant Afts of 
Communton, in that = the ( atholick ( hurch 
where we conſtantly lives. 

Farther, is it ſelf evident that I am bound 
to communicate {o much as fometimes with a 
found part of the Catholick Church, becauſe 
L live where there is ſuch an one > You may re- 
member vyhat Mr. Chillingworth {aid to this 

rpoſe, with the - Pi of the great 

raed Men of his I me. 

*It, ſays that Admirable Author, you require 
the 
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* the belief of any S. _ the conditions 
*of your Communion, our Obligation ro 
© communicate with you ceaſes, and ſo the 
* imputation of Schiſm to us vaniſhes into no- 
*ching, bur lies heavy upon you for making 
© our” Separation from you jult and neceflary, 
© by requiring unneceſſary and unlawful con- 
(ditions of Communion. 

Truly I ſhould think that that which eſſenti- 
ally makes one a Member of Chriſt, and ſo of 
his Church, is the Faith of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, this is fundamencal to it, intrinſecal 
and eflential. What is external and viſible in 
reſpect of rhe Members which are gathered to 
Chriſt the Head of the Church, is ſubje& to 
changes and various circumſtances of this out- 

Wofld. And 'twould be an hard caſe 
with us, if whatis not within our power, as 
the derivation of an uninterrupted ſucceſſion 
of Church-Officers, or the like, ſhould be 
the concernment of our Souls. 

\ To this purpoſe, I cannot omit another Pal- 
lage of Mr. Chillmgworth's. 

*[ believe, ſays he, our Saviour ever fince Py. 13. 
'his Aſcenſion, hath had, in ſome place or 0- 
(ther, a viſible true Church on Earth, 1 mean, 
'4company of Men that. proteſled at leaſt ſo 

E 2 much 
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© much as was neceſlary to Salvation ; and [ 
© believe.there vvill be fomevvhere or other 
© ſuch a Church tothe World's end. 

[ am ſure your Notions tend to the deſtroy: 
ing the foundation of all Mr. Chillingworth's 
Arguments: and methinks you ſhould be loth 
to deprive Proteſtantiſm of ſuch a Champion, 
though by the bafling him, you might the 
more ſecurely triumph over that part of it to 
which you ſeem to oppole your lelt. - 

| will not here ditpurte (becauſe ic alters not 
the ſtate of any Queſtion which I ſent you ) 
whether I miſtook you, or you have fince cor- 
rected what you preach'd concerning the Rites 
of Admiſſion into the (burch. Now you tell us 
that the Perſons invelted with Power and Autho- 
rity to receive others into the Church-Covenant, muſt 
do it according to the terms and conditions of the (6 
venant ; and by ſuch Covenant-Rites, and Forms of 
Admiſſion, as be, viz. God, us pleaſed to inſtitute ; 
which under the Goſpel is Baptiſm, as under the Law 
it was ( ircumcifion. Truly I had thoughe you 
had ſaid, fuch Rites as they, viz, the Church- 
Governors,fallible Men, had thought fic, which 
is but needful co. your Hypotheſis. Bur if the 
Rites and Forms of Admiſſion muſt be of God's 
inſticution, what think you of the Sign of 
the 
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the'Crols, of which Dr.Stillmg fleet fays, As Bap- Mofchief of 
tiſm is a Rite of Admiſſion into ( briſt”s Catholick S90e- 
Church, ſo the Sign of the (roſs is into our (hurch. *** © 
- Þ Bur then, as Baptiſm is compared unto Cir- 
; | cumcifion, does not the Apoſtle decide the 
ueſtion, when he tells us, That (icuncifion Rom.2.2g. 
,  & that of the Heart * | 
| I have only one farther Conſideration to 
| | preſsro you, which is, That you would feri- 

ouſly bethink your ſelf, whether your merhod 
| of converting theſe damnable Schiſmaricks, 
| | whoare in your Opinion as bad as Murderers p_ ' _ 
and Adulerers, be noc the molt effetual means © _ 
of keeping up the Schifma 2 If want of Cha- 
rity Schiſmarticks, ſurely this is not the 
way to convince them that that guilt lies at 
their Door. Certainly it our Church requi- 
red conformity to its Rites and Ceremonies as 
neceflary to Salvation, it could. not» blame 
Men for dividing from it ; and he who tells 
us, or he ſays nothing, That. the Divine Spirit p.» 47: 
confines. bis. In fluences and Operations to the Unity of 
the (Church, in fuch Contormicy, noc-only 
makes ſuch Conformity neceſſary to: Salvari- 
on, bur impures to the Church the Damnation 
of many thoulands of Souls,who might expect 
to be ſaved upon other terms. 


[1 
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_-:..Lhbpe you ate none. of.choſe that think Diſ, 
- ſeaters come in too falt, and that they areto be 
preach'd our again. | heartily withthey could 
contuer all cheir Scruples, chat we might not 
P.g. 47. only-have ſuch be and ſympathy as is peculiar ty 
\ the Member of. the ſame : which | bope all 
good Chriſtians have as Members of Chriſt 
Body, —__ of 'diflerent Communtons, but 
that all might be able ro go to the Houle of 
God together, as Friends,ot ore Mind and one 

Hearr.' | 
For my part, it | had any Scruples af chis 
kind, they would anile from what our Qhurch- 
menintute ; and when you talk of the danger 
of 'communicating in 4 Schiſm, ic would make me 


bethink my lelf, whether che Church wich 
which I communicate, may not be guilry of 
_— ſomething or other contrary'to the 


nature of -Catholick'Communion, or 
the Power entruſted wirh it, for edification and 
not for deſtruttion. 4 | 

if you had pleas'd, this Controverly had bin 
managed in amore private-manner ; but ſince 
you have thoughit fir to _ you have hereby 
determined the choice 0 


(SIR) 


Your humble Servant, &c. 


J 


———— 


—— — CY 


POSISCRIPT, -- 


Hoes my writing the feregoing Letter, I re- 
ceived your Book, particularly direQted tq: 
Anwymus : By which 1 am obliged to believe, 
eicher that you avow the Conſequences which 
| formerly urg'd to you, or think them nox 
rightly inferr'd : If che firſt, I have nothing 
more to fay to.you, only co entreat, you tg con- 
ſider, whether you would not vade Men. 


—— 


+, oo OS =X 


f 

- | to Uniformity, by means which tend to the he- 
c | getting a low opmion of God himſelf, and of 
« | all reveal'd Religion ? If che laft be made ap- 
| | pearco-me, aſſure your felf'1 'will nor' Jong 
f | conceal my Conviction, 


Feb. 24. I 68-. 


—__ wn” YU 


FINIS. 


ERRAT A. 


Page 17. L 11. read Chriſtian-Charity. 
Ib. 1. 22. read them. 
Papaat, L 13. add the before Catbolick.. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


f hr 1s now iſhed the third Edition of t 
Conformiſt's Plea for the Nonconformiſts. . Or 
Juſt and Compaſſtonate Repreſentation of the preſe 
State and Condition of the Nonconformiſts. As 
1. The GreatneſGof their Sufferings, with ſome Rel, 
joined. 3. Reaforablencs of their* Fropolls 
enjot 3. i P 
Amendments. 4. Qualifications, and Worth of the 
Perſons. 5. Peaceableneſs of their Behaviour. 6. 
CharcH's Prejudice by'their Excluſion, &c. With 
humble Apology-for their Publick Preaching, and 
{penſion of the Penal Laws againſt them. 


By a Bemeficed Miniſter of the Church of England. 


"To. this Edition is added 4 full Vindication of tþ 

miſts, from the foul Charge of the My 
der of the late King, the whole Matter of Fad } 
here related, vis. London Miniſters, about fi 
Cs aid Gee Sells el 
a ir Teſtimony to tt 
Council of Officers, declaring their utter abhorrency 
of the Army's Proceedings againſt the King's Life 
and Monarchical Government. 

And the Author hath alſo thought fit to gi 
full account out of the'Writings of Dr. D»- Mo 
and others, that the Jeſuits ( afluſted by a Faftion 1 
the Army ) wed and executed that horrid Vik 
lany. Printed for Jonathan Robinſon, at the Golde 
Lion in St. Paxl's Church-Yard. 1683. * 


